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o3 ALABAMA STATE BOARD
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION
AGENCY NAME: Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners
RULE NO. & TITLE: 540-X-19-.03, Pain Management Registration Required
INTENDED ACTION: To amend the rule

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION: To amend the rule pursuant to Act 2014-349 which

TIME, PLACE. MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS: All interested persons may submit data,

deletes the requirement for a criminal background check and to reduce the fee required
for registration of additional locations where pain management services are provided.

FINAL

]

views, or arguments concerning the proposed new rule(s) and regulation(s) in writing to:
Patricia E. Shaner, General Counsel, Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners, Post
Office Box 946, Montgomery, Alabama 36101-0946, by mail or in person between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, until and including
Wednesday, June 4, 2014, Persons wishing to obtain copies of the text of this rule and
submit data, views, or comments or arguments orally should contact William ¥. Addison
by telephone (334-242-4116) during said period in order to set up an appointment for a
hearing respecting such oral data, views, or arguments. The rule amendment will also be
available at the Board’s web site, www.albme.org,
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CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY: William F. Addison

Larry D. Dixon, Exetuti¢é Director




940-X-19-.03 Pain Management Registration Required.

(1) Beginning January 1, 2014, and continuing every year thereafter, all
physicians who provide pain management services must obtain a pain management
registration from the Board.

(2)  All physicians who otherwise meet the criteria established by the Board
shall obtain a pain management registration from the Board,

(3)  To obtain a pain management registration, a physician applicant shall
submit the following to the Board:

(@) A completed application on a form prescribed by the Board.

(b)  Proof of a current Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) registration.

(c) Proof of an Alabama Controlled Substance Certificate (ACSC).

(d)  Proof of a current registration with the Alabama Prescription Drug

Monitoring Program (PDMP).

(e) Theresultsofa-eriminalbackgrotnd-check—




{f—A list of all registrants who own, co-own, Operate or provide pain
management services in the physician applicant’s practice location.

(gf) The disclosure of any controlled substances cettificate or registration
denial, restriction or discipline imposed on the registrant, or any disciplinary act against
any medical license of the registrant.

(hg) Payment of the initial registration fees as set forth below in these rules
under paragraph (8).

(th) A certification listing the current name of the physician who serves as the

medical director.

(i)  Any other information requested by the Board related to the qualifications
for providing pain management services.

(4) The physician applicant shall provide the Board with a physical address for
each location where he or she provides pain management services and a list of all
physicians who work at the practice location, including the name of the physician who
will serve as the medical director. If the applicant's practice location is a hospital, the
applicant is not required to provide the names of physicians at the hospital other than

~ the name of the medical director.

(5) - Exemptions. The provisions of this ru!e. shall not apply to any of the
following:

(@) A hospice program as defined by and licensed by the Alabama
Department of Public Health, or any physician while performing work or providing pain

management services for that program.



(b) A facility maintained or operated by the United States or any of its
departments, offices or agencies, or any physicians while performing work for that
facility.

(c) In addition, the Board shall provide individual, éntity and any categorical
exemptions as, in its discretion, it deems appropriate.

(d) Any ph;/sician who is not included in subparagraphs (a) and (b) above may
petition the Board for an exemption from the requirements of this rule for working at a
particular entity. The Board shall have the sole discretion in determining whether the
requested exemption shall be granted or denied.

(6) Fees.

(@) Initial Application Fees. All applicants for pain management registration

shall submit an initial application fee in the amount of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).

(b)

ter—Renewal Fee. All applicants for renewal of their pain management

registration shall submit & renewal fee in the amount of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).



(7} Miscellaneous.

(@ An applicant practicing in more than one location shall submit a separate

registration fee in the amount of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each location.

(b) If an applicant does not complete the initial application process within 90
days of his or her first submission to the Board, the application shall be closed, the
application feeg shall not be refunded, and the applicant shall be required to reapply for
registration.

(c)  An application which is submitted to the Board may be withdrawn at any

time prior to the granting or denial of registration; however theat application fees shall

not be refunded.
(8) Renewal.

(@) A registration by a physician under this rule sha'll expire on December 31 of

each year.

(b) A registrant may renew a current registration prior to its expiration date by
submitting the following to the Board:

1. Acompleted renewal application form prescribed by the Board,

2.  The required renewal fees,

3. A certification that each location at which the applicant provides pain
management services has a medical director,

4.  If the practice location is not a hospital, an attestation that the practice

location is not owned wholly or partly by a person who has been convicted of or pled

nolo contendere to any of the following:

(i)  Afelony.



(i)  An offense that constitutes a misdemeanor, the facts of which relate to the
distribution or illegal prescribing of any controlled substance.

(i) Any applicant who has been convicted of a crime described in paragraph 4
may request an interview before the Board, after which the Board, in its discretion, may
approve or deny the registration.

5. Any other information requested by the Board.

Author: Alabama Board of Medical Examiners

Statutory Authority: Code of Alabama § 34-24-53, Act 2013-257
History: Approved for Publication: September 18, 2013. Effective Date:
December 19, 2013. Amended/Approved for Publication: April 16, 2014.



