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‘Would the absence of the proposed rule
significantly harm or endanger the public _
health, welfare, or safety? _ YES

[s there a reasonable relationship between the
state’s police power and the protection of the
public health, safety, or welfare? YES

Is there another, less restrictive method of
regulation available that could adequately
protect the public? NO

Does the proposed rule have the effect of

directly or indirectly increasing the costs

of any goods or services involved and, if so,

to what degree? NO

Is the increase in cost, if any, more harmful
tot he public than the harm that might result
from the absence of the proposed rule? NO

Are all facets of the rulemaking process

designed solely for the purpose of, and so

they have, as their primary effect, the

protection of the public? YES
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Does the proposed rule have an ecohomic impact? NO

" If the proposed rule has an economic impact, the proposed rule is
required to be accompanied by a fiscal note prepared in accordance with
subsection (f) of Section 41-22-23, Code of Alabama 1973,
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Certification of Authorized Official

I certify that the attached proposed rule has been proposed in full
compliance with the requirements of Chapter 22, Title 41, F)de of Alabama 1975, and that it conforms to all applicable filing

requirements of the Administrative Procedure Division of fhe Le@@ﬂﬁ ﬁﬁiﬂmw Service,

Signanire of certifying officer

Date: February 5. 2016
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ALABAMA STATE BOARD
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION
AGENCY NAME: Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners
RULE NO. & TITLE: 540-X-7-.28, Prescriptions and Medication Orders - Physician

Assistants (P.A.)
INTENDED ACTION: To amend the rule.

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION: Add remove the language prohibiting a P, A, from
prescribing to individuals who are not patients of the supervising physician’s practice.

TIME, PLACE. MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS: All interested persons may submit data,
views, or arguments concerning the proposed new rule(s) and regulatmn(s) in writing to: Patricia
E. Shaner, General Counsel, Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners, Post Office Box 946,
Montgomery, Alabaria 361010946, by mail of in person between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, until and includin'g April 4, 2016, Persons wishing to obtain.
copies of the text of this rule and submit data, views, or comments or arguments orally should.
contact Patricia E, Shaner, by telephone (334-242-41 16) during said period in order to set up an
appointment for a hearing respecting such oral data, views, or arguments.

FINAL DATE FOR COMMENT AND COMPLETION OF NOTICE: April 4,2016

CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY: Patricia E. Sharer

[am\bﬁ%;/

Larry D. Dixon, Exteitive Director



540-X-7-.28 Prescriptions and Medication Orders - Physician Assistants (P.A.).

{1) A physician assistant may prescribe a legend drug to a patient subject to
both of the following conditions being met:

(a) The drug type, dosage, quantity prescribed, and number of refills are
authorized in the Job Description which is signed by the supervising physician to whom
the physician assistant is cutrrently registered and which is approved by the Board;

(b)  The drug is included in the formulary approved under the guidelines
established by the Board for governing the prescription practices of physician
assistants.

(2)  Subject to any limitations stated in protocols and medical regimens
adopted by the Board and subject to any limitations by the supervising physician in the
approved formulary, a physician assistant may prescribe any drug, substance or
compound which is listed in Schedules |ll through V of the Alabama Uniform Controlied
Substances Act upon being granted a Qualified Alabama Contrelied Substances
Certificate (QACSC) and upon submission of an approved QACSC formulary.

(8)  The supervising physician and the physician assistant shall adhere to and
follow all requirements and procedures stated in written guidelines established by the
Board to govern the prescribing practices of physician assistants.

(4) A physician assistant who is registered to a physician with prescriptive
privileges shall not engage in prescribing for:

(a) Self.

(b)  Immediate family members,




(8)  Anphysician assistant may not initiate a call-in prescription in the name of
the supervising physician for any drug'wmch the assistant is not authorized to prescribe
unless the drug is specifically ordered for the patient by the supervising physician either
in writing or by a verbal order reduced to writing and signed by the physician within the
time specified in the guidelines established by the Board.

{6) Forany drug which the physician assistant is authorized to prescribe, a
written prescription signed by the physician assistant and entered into the patient's
chart may be called-in to a pharmacy.

(7)  Whenever a physician assistant calls in a prescription to a pharmacy, the
physician assistant shall identify his or her supervising physician.

(8) A physician assistant may administer any legend drug or controlled drug
which the assistant is authorized to prescribe,

(9)  When prescribing legend drugs or controlled drugs a physician assistant
shall use a prescription form which includes all of the foliowing:

(@)  The name, medical pracfice site address and telephone number of the
physician supervising the physician assistant;

.(b)  The physician assistant's name printed below of to the side of the
physician's name;

(¢)  The medical practice site address and telephone number of the physician
assistant, if different from the address of the supervising physician;

(d}  The physician assistant's license number assigned by the Board and the
QACSC registration number, when a controlled substance is prescribed;

(@) The words "Product Selection Permitted” printed on one side of the



prescription form directly underneath a signature line;

(f} The words "Dispense as written" printed on one side of the prescription

form directly underneath a signature line.

(10) For inpatients and nursing home patients, a physician assistant may enter
a verbal order from the supervising physician for controlled substances or other
medications which the assistant is not authorized to prescribe, provided that the order is

co-signed by the supervising physician in accordance with established guidelines and

institutional policies.

Author: Alabama Board of Medical Examiners

Statutory Authority: Code of Alabama §§34-24-290, et. seq.

History: Repealed and Replaced: Filed September 21, 1998; effective October
26, 1998. Repealed and Replaced: Approved June 8, 2002. Effective Date:
October 24, 2002. Amended/Approved: June 25, 2008. Emergency Rule
Effective: June 26, 2008. Amended/Approved: September 10, 2008. Effective
Date: December 26, 2008. Amended/Approved: November 18, 2009. Effective
Date: March 24, 2010. Amended/Approved: September 16, 2015. Effective
Date: February 1, 2016. Amended/Approved: January 20, 2016.



