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NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION
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New X Amend Repeal ___Adopt by Reference

Would the absence of the proposed rule
significantly harm or endanger the public
health, welfare, or safety? NO

Is there a reasonable relationship between the
state’s police power and the protection of the
public health, safety, or welfare? YES

Is there another, less restrictive method of
regulation available that could adequately
protect the public? NO

Does the proposed rule have the effect of

directly or indirectly increasing the costs

of any goods or services involved and, if so,

to what degree? NO

Is the increase in cost, if any, more harmful
to the public than the harm that might result
from the absence of the proposed rule? N/A

Are all facets of the rulemaking process

designed solely for the purpose of, and so

they have, as their primary effect, the

protection of the public? YES
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Does the proposed rule have an economic impact? NO

If the proposed rule has an economic impact, the proposed rule is required to be accompanied by a fiscal
note prepared in accordance with subsection (f) of Section 41-22-23, Code of Alabama 1975.
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Certification of Authorized Official

I certity that the attached proposed rule has been proposed in full compliance with the requirements of
Chapter 22, Title 41, Code of Alabama 1975, and that it conforms to all applicable filing requirements of

the Administrative Procedure DMS%VWS ative Reference Service.
Signature ot c ufyl /‘ﬂcel

Date




ALABAMA BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION

AGENCY NAME: Alabama Board of Physical Therapy
RULE NO. & TITLE: 700-X-2-.01 Appropriate Education Required
INTENDED ACTION: The Alabama Board of Physical Therapy proposes to

amend 700-X-2-.01.

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION: The proposed amendment to rule 700-X-2-
.01 will add a second credentialing agency for non-US trained physical therapists.

TIME., PLACE. MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS:  Interested persons may
present their views in writing through the close of business on January 4, 2012. Those
wishing to present views in person can do so with the Executive Director by appointment
(334-242-4064) and/or will have an opportunity at the scheduled board meeting on the
final date for comment and completion of notice: January 4, 2012.

FINAL DATE FOR COMMENT AND COMPLETION OF NOTICE: January 4,
2011

CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY: Nettie Katharin Hormner
Executive Director
Board of Physical Therapy
100 North Union Street, Suite 724
Montgomery, AL 36130-5040
(334) 242-4064
nk.horner@pt.alabama.gov

Nettie Kathan‘n Hof‘nét’
Executive Director




700-X-2-.01 Appropriate Education Required.

(1) United States Educated Applicants. Each
applicant for licensure as a physical therapist or physical
therapist assistant must have completed a program of
physical therapy education appropriate for preparation as a
physical therapist or physical therapist assistant,
respectively, which is approved by the American Physical
Therapy Assoclation’s Commission on Accreditation in
Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).

(2) Non-United States Educated Applicants.

(a) Statement of Policy. Foreign educated
physical therapist applicants must demonstrate educational
equivalency to the United States educated physical
therapists in accordance with this rule. Physical therapy
education should be broadly based and designed to enable an
individual to contribute to society 1in many ways asg a
comprehensively educated person as well as to provide
specific technical expertise. Consequently, physical
therapy education requires a considerable amount of general
education as well as professional education in terms of
minimum credit and general content.

(b) Submission of Educational Credentials.
Foreign educated physical therapist applicants shall submit
their education credentials to:

International Credentialing Associates, Inc.
10801 Starkey Road

Suite 104

Seminole FL. 33777

Telephone (727) 549-8555

or
FCCPT
124 West St., South
3rd Floor

Alexandria, VA 22314
Fax: 703-684-8715




A copy of the evaluation by the credentials evaluating
agency must be sent directly to the Board.

(c) Specific Education Requirements. A minimum
of the equivalency of 124 semester hours if completed
before 2003 and 155 semester hours if completed from 2003
to the present as provided in this rule is required for
licensure. The Board shall make the sole judgment in
determining whether educational credentials are equivalent
and acceptable. An English translated copy of the
transcript must be sent directly to the Board from the
university.

(d) Applicant must have made acceptable scores
on either the Test 0Of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL), Test of Spoken English (TSE) and Test of Written
English (TWE) or on all components of the TOEFL internet
Based Testing (iBT). Acceptable scores are: TOEFL-220,
TSE-50, TWE-4.5, iBT Writing-24, 1iBT Speaking-26, 1iBT
Reading Comprehension-21, and iBT Listening Comprehension-
18.

1. General Education Reguirements. Applicants
must demonstrate that they have earned the equivalent of a
minimum of 62 semester hours in general education,
including the following:

(i) Humanities -- a minimum of 10 semester hours
which must include the equivalent of spoken and written
English and may include art, music, drama, speech,
languages, etc.

(11) Social Sciences -- a minimum of 8 semester
hours which must include psychology and may include
history, sociology, government, etc.

(1i1i) Natural Sciences -- a minimum of 12 semester
hours which must include physics and chemistry and may
include mathematics, geology, etc.

(iv) Biological Sciences -- a minimum of 12
semester hours which must include human anatomy and
physiology and may include biology, zoology, etc.

(v) Limited Electives -- a minimum of 10
cemester hours in gocial sciences, natural sciences and



biclogical sciences in addition to those minimumg required
above.

(vi) General Electives -- a minimum of 10
semester hours which may include any subjects selected
outside the major area of study.

2. Professional Education Reguirements.
Applicants must demonstrate that they have earned the
equivalent of a minimum of 62 semester hours in physical
therapy education, 1f completing their education before
2003 and 93 semester hours if completing their education
from 2003 to the present. This education shall include the
following:

(1) Basic Health Sciences -- a minimum of 22
semester hours 1f completing theilir education before 2003,
and 28 semester hours if completing their education from
2003 to the present. These Basic Health Sciences must
include human anatomy and physiology; should include
functional anatomy, kinesiology, pathology, neurology,
abnormal psychology; and may include embryvology, histology,
pharmacology, etc.

(1d) Clinical Sciences -- a minimum of 26
semester hours if completing their education before 2003,
and 45 semester hours if completing their education from
2003 to the present. These Clinical Sciences must include
physical therapy theory, technigques and interventions;
should include clinical medicine, development; and may
include community health, research, administration, etc.

(1i11) Clinical Education -- a minimum of 14
semester hours 1f completing their education before 2003,
and 20 semester hours if completing theilr education from
2003 to the present. This Clinical Education must include
supervised clinical application of physical therapy theorvy,
procedures, etc.

(iv) Proof of licensure in country in which
physical therapy education was completed.

() Educational Deficiencies. 1In the event of
deficiencies in an educational program evaluation the
individual may petition the Board for recommendations to
remedy the deficiencies. The Board in considering a



petition for remedy of deficiencies is not obligated to
provide any other assistance than a response.
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