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TRANSMITTAL SHEET FOR
NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION
Control 610 Department or Agency _Alabama Board of Nursing
Rule No,  610-X-10
Rule Title Continuing Education for Licensure
b New Amend X Repeal Adopt by Reference

~ Would the absence of the preposed rule significanily harm or
endanger the public heatth, welfare, or safety? Yes

Is there a reasonable relationship between the state's police power
and the protection of the public health, safety, or weifare? Yes

Is there another, less restriciive method of regulation available that
could adequately protect the public? . No

Does the proposed rule have the effect of directly or indirectly
increasing the costs of any goods or services involved and, if so, to
what degree? No

Is the inctease in cost, If any, more harmfui to the public than the
harm that might result from the absence of the proposed rule? No

Are all facets of the rulemaking process designed solely for the

purpose of, and so they have, as their primary effect, the protection
of the public? Yes
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Does the proposed rule have an economic impact? No

If the proposed rule has an economic itpact, the proposed rule is required to be accompanied
by a fiscal note prepared in accordance with subsection (f) of Section 41-22-23,
Code of Alabama 1975,

X ***************************************************************************************************k

Certification of Authorized Officlal ‘

| certify that the attached proposed rule has been proposed in full compliance with the
requirements of Chapter 22, Title 41, Code of Alabama 1975, and that it conforms to all
applicable filing requirements e Administrative Procedure Division of the Legislative
Reference Service,

NN LAY/ oay
Benson, BN, MSHA, MSN, NE-BC

Signature of certifying officer __Peg

Date November 15, 2015

- DATE FILED
(STAMP)
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14/96
ALABAMA BOARD OF NURSING
NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION
AGENCY NANME., Alabama Board of Nursing
RULE NO. & TITLE: Rule 810-X-10, Continuing Education for

Licensure

INTENDED ACTION: The Alabama Board of Nursing proposes to repeal and

replace the regulations related to continuing education requirements for licensure
as a nurse.

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION: The Alabama Board of Nursing
proposes to amend Administrative Code, Rule 610-X-10, Continuing Education
for Licensure, A copy of the proposed amended rule may be found on the
Board's web site, www.abn.alabama.gov, under "laws” and then "proposed rule

changes.” The proposed changes clarify the form and manner for compliance
with contiruing education reguirements.

TIME, PLACE, MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS; Written or oral comments
will be received by the Board of Nursing until 4:30 P.M. on Tuesday, January &,
2016. Verbal or written comments should be directed to Pegoy Benson,
Executive Officer, at P.O, Box 303900, Montgomery, AL 36130-3800 or via

electronic mail at Peggy.Berson@abn.alabama.gov or via telephone at 334-293-
5210.

FINAL DATE FOR COMMENT AND COMPLETION OF NOTICE:
The record closes at 4:30 P.M. on Tuesday, January 5, 2018.

CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY: Peggy Benson, Executive Officer.
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ALABAMZ BOARD OF NURJING
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

CHAPTER 610-X-10
CONTINUING EDUCATION PFOR LICENSURE
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610-X-10-.,01 Definitions.

(1} Board Approved Continuing Education Provider: An
individual; partnership; assoclation; orgsnization; educational
institution; governmental ageney; or licenged health care
facility, including hospitals, nursing homes, clinics, home
health agencies, or other organized health care facilities,
offering continuing education for nurses that meet Board criteria
for approval,

{2} Board Recogalzed Continuing Bducation Provider: A
naticnal or regional agency, Jjournal, Alabama regulatory agency
or board, or another Board of Nursing recognized by the Alabama
Board of Nursing ad providing or approving continuing education
in accordance with criteria that are substantially the zame asg
those required of Alabama Board of Nursing approved providera of
continuing education.

{3} Board Approved or Board Recognized Ceontinuing
Education Coursze: An activity that meets the definition of
continuing education and has undergone approval by a Board
approved provider or Beard recognized provider of continuing
education. A course or activity way be a program of multiple
sessions or a single session lasting at least twenty-five minutes
{¢.5 gontacl hours),

{4) Continuing BEducation: Planned, organized learning
experiences designed to augment the knowledge, skill, and

fgupp, 3/31/11 1¢-1



Chapter 610-X-10 Nureing
attitudes for the enhancement of the practice of nursing to the
end of improving health care to the public.

(5) Continuing Bducation Contact Hour: Unit of
measurement of continuing education that meets Board criteria for
approval and lasts at least Fifty winutes.

(6} Provider Number: A permanent, nontransferable
number asgigned by the Board to designate an approved provider.

{7) Refresher Course: A body of study with both
theoretical and clinical components that are relevant to current
practice modalities and technologies.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authorlty: Code of Ala. 1975, §834-21-2, 34-21-23(f).
Higtory: Bffective March 22, 1991, Amended: August 29, 1994,
Amended: May 24, 19%§, Filed January 29, 2002; effective’
March 5, 2002. Amended: Filed September 16, 2005; effective
October 21, 2005. Repealed and Replaced: Piled

February 23, 2009; effective March 30, 2002.

610-%-10-.02 Continuing Education General Btandards.

(1) A regigtered nurse and licensed practical nurse

shall be individually accountable for continued competence to
practice nursing.

(2) The Board of Nursing may prescribe a refresher
courpe for reentry into practice.

{3) Individual reguesta to verify approval for a

gpecific course or activity may be submitted to a Board-approved
provider.

{4) A registered nurse and licensed practical nurse
shall meet continuing education requirements as stated in Rule
610-¥-4-.08, Rerewal of License,

(5} Fharmacology continuing educatilon hours are
required for Certified Registered Nurse Practitioners (CRNP) and
Certified Nursge Midwives (CNM) with prescriptive authority and
Certified Regigtered Nurse Enesthetists (CRNA) as stated in Rule
610~X~4~,08, Renewal of License.

{6) The Mandatory Clags for individvals licensed by
examination as degaribed in Rule 610-X-4-.0B may be viewed by all
licensed nurses,

Supp. 3/31/1il 10-2



Nureing Chapter 610-X-10

{i) The registered nurge or licenped practical nurss
may view the clagses multiple times but credit hours will be
earned for only one viewing.

{id) A registered nursge or licensed practical nurse who
viewed the mandatory course previocusly may view and receive
credit for updated versions which are clearly identified.

{7) Failure to comply with continuing education
regulrements may result in disciplinary action by the Board.

(8} Units of measure for continmuing educatilon ghall
be:

{a) 1 contact hour = 50 minutes

() 0.5 contact hour = 25 minutes

{c) 15 contact hours = 1 academic semester credit hour

{c) 1.0 contact hours = 1 academic quarter credit hour

f{e) 1 contact hour = 0.1 continuing education unit
(CEW)

(2) The RBoard way accept contact hours(s) earned from

a continuing education provider that uses dififerent units of
meagurement without conversion.

{10) Continuing education classes and activities may
not be repeated within the earning period for credit., A class may

be audited {no woredit awarded) as allowed by the continuing
education provider.

(11) Registered nurses and licensed practical nurses
shall not enter any courses to their individual continuing

education record from a Board-approved provider with an ABNP
IUMNEeT .

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of ala, 1975, §§34-21-2, 34-21-23(f).
History: EHifsctive March 22, 1991, 2Amended: August 29, 1524,
Amended: May 24, 1996. Repealed and Replaced: Filed

January 29,2002; effective March 5, 2002. Amended: Effective
Movember 1, 2004. Repealed and Replaced: Filed

February 23, 2009; effective March 30, 20038. Amended: Filed
January 25, 2011; effective March 1, 2011,

Bupp. 3/31/11 10-3



Chapter 610-X-10 _ Nureing

610-X-10-,03 Coptent OFf Continuing Education.

{1} Acceptable content for continuing education
courses shall includs one or more of the following:

{a) Clinleal technoleogy, prccedufes, and nursing
implicationg. : -

{b) Specialty areas of nursing practice.

() Nursing practices related to care of the patient,

including but not limited to coungeling, patient teaching,
infection control, and safesty factors,

{d} Administration, management, and supervigion in
health care delivery.

(e) Goglal, legal, and ethical aspects of nursing.

(£) Nursing education,

(g} Nursing regearch, theory, and practice issues.

{h) Quality iwprovement and management, accrediting

atandards, and processes.

{1) Academic credib earned from liberal arts,
sciences, business, and general education courses obtained after
initial licensure from an institution accredited by an
educational accrediting body.

(1) Profegsional conduct.

{2) Courses that are not directly applicable to
nursing practice are not acceptable for continuing education
gredit. Such courses may include but are not limited to:

{a) Courmpes taken for self-improvement such as weight
loss, self-~awareness, self-therapy, changes in attitude, and
yoga.

(b) Cardiopulmonary resuscitation and first aid
clagses designed for lay pecple,

{c) Courses taken for personal economic gain e.g.
investment, retirement planning.

Suvpp. 3/31/11 10-4



Nursing Chapter 610-X-10

{d) Orientation inservice programs and mandatory
annual educaticn on facility apecific polices - apecific
activities designed to familiarize employees with the policies
and procedures of an ingtitution ox specific job duties, ox
general orientation in-service.

{e) Serving as a preceptor for students in the
clinical setting,

(£) Presentation of classiesg), courzels) or programi{a)
that are:

{i) Part of -job requirements.

{(11) Not an original development of the presenter

(iid) Not ap?roved by a Board-approved provider of

continuing sducation.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, $834-21-2, 34-21-23{f).
History: Repealed and Replaced: Filed February 23, 2009%;
Bffective Margh 30, 2009. Amended: Filed January 25, 2011%1;
effective March 1, 2011.

610~%-10-.04  Acceptable Providers Of Continuing Rducation.

(1) Board-approved continuing education providera that
have an assigned ABNP number and meet the standards of this
chaptex,

(2) Providers of continuing education recognized by
the Board.
{a) Continuing education approved by any state board

of nursing in the United States or its territories.

{b} Continuing education approved by national
associations or organizations that are accredited by a national
continuing education body. Any continuing education provider
approved by the American Nurges Credentialing Center (ANCC) or
the International Agscciation of Continuing Education and
Training (JTACET} shall be recognized by the Board if the content
requirements are met pursuant to this chapter,

{e) National nursing organizations that approve
providers of continuing education or offer continuing eduecation
are recognized by the Board.

gupp. 3/31/11 10-5



Chapter 610-X-10 NurBing

(d) Continuing educatlon provided by an Alabama
regulatory board shall be recognized by the Board.

{a) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits sponsored or conducted
by those organizations or entities accredited by the Council on
Medical Education of the Medical Association of the State of

Alabama or by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical
Education (ACCME) .

{£) Standardized national courses approved by a
naticnal organization that establishes the standardized courge,
The maximum number of ceontact hours the Board shall recognize,

unless a Beard-approved provider awards more, are listed for each
gourse,

(i) Basic Life Support Healthcare Provider Initial
Course: 4.5 contact hours.

{i1) Bagic Life Support Healthcare Provider Renewal
Courge: 3 contact hours.

{1414) Advanced Cardiac Life Support Initial Course:
13,5 gontact hours,

{iv) Advanced Cardiac Lifs Bupport Renewal Course: 9
contact hours,

{v) Pediatric Advanced Life Support Initial Course:
14 contact hours.

{vi) Pediatric Advanced Life Support Remnewal Course:
8.5 contact hours with optional lesgsons; 6.5 contact hours
without the optional lessons.

{vid) Instructor Course: Core Insgtructor Course: 8
contact hours plus discipline specific component,

fwiddid) Advanced Cardiac Life Support Instructor Course—
discipline specific component: 7.5 contact hours.

{ix) Bzgic Life dupport Instructor Course—discipline
gpecific component: &.,5 contact hecurs.

{x) Pediatric Advanced Life Support Imstructor Coursge-
-discipline gpscific component: 9.5 contact hours,

{xi) Electrocaxdlography (BC@) and Pharmacology: 6.256
contact houre.

Supp. 3/31/11 10-8



Nursing Chapter 6L0-X-10

{xil) Electrocardiography: 3.5 contact hours,

(xidli) Fharmacology: 2.75 hours,

{xiv) Pediatric Emergency, Assessment, Recognition and
Stabilization (PEARS): 7 contact hours.

{xv) Trauma Nurging Core Course (TNCC): 14.42 contact
hours.

{xvi) Emergency Nursing Pediatrice Course (ENPC): 15.33

cgontact hours.

{xvidl) Courge in Advanced Trauma ﬁursing (CATN} : 13
hoursg,

{xvidid) Cardiopulmonary Reguscitation/Automatic External
Defibrillator (CPR / ABD) for Professional Resmcuer: 8§ contact

hours for initial course or four (4) contact hours for review /
update course

(xis) Inatructor Course for CPR / AED for Professicnal
Redgcuer: 16 contact hours

{ae) International Trauma Life Support

(a) International Trauma Life Support- Advanced

Provider: 16 contast hours

{b) International Trauma Life Support - Ingtructor:
8 contact hours

{c) International Traums Life Support—-Pediatric -
Provider: 8 contact hours

{xed) Necnatal advanced life support or neonatal
resuscitation program: The Board may recognize the total coentact
hours awarded by a Roard-approved or Board-recognized provider.

(o) State Nurses Assoclatioms.

(h) Continuing education provided by colleges and
universities that are accredited by an organization recogmized by

the U.S. Department of Education and have continuing education as
part of their migsicon.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Btatutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, #834-21-2, 34-21-23 (f).

Supp. 3/31/11 10-7



Chapter 610-%-10 Nursing

History: Repealed and Replaced: Filed PFebruary 23, 2009.

Bffective March 30, 2008, Amended: Filled January 25, 2011;
effective March 1, 2011.

€10-X-10-,05 Acceptable Continuing Education aActivitiles,

{1) A1l reguired contact hours may be obtained from
the following activities:

(2} Workshop.

{b) Seminar.

(c) Clagaroom.

(d} Web cast.

(e) Internst (online) courses.

(£) Intranet courses.

{g) Home study courses.

{h) Continuing education contained in journals.

(1) Podeast .

{2) The development and oral presentation of a paper

before a professiomal or lay group on & subject that explores new

or current areas of nursing theory, or practice, if approved by a
Board-approved provider,

{3) Authoring or contributing to an article, hook, or
publication; or degigning or conducting a research study i
approved by a Board-approved provider.

Author: Alabama Board cf Nursing

Statutoxy Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §834-21-2, 34-21-23 (f).
History: Bffective March 22, 1991, Amended:;August 29, 1994,
Amended: Piled May 24, 15956, Repealed and Replaced: Filed Januaxry
29, 2002, Effective March 5, 2002. Amended: Effective November
1, 2004, Amended: Filed Septamber 16, 2005, Effective October
21, 2005. Repealed and Replaved: FPiled

Februaxy 23, 2009; Effectiva March 30, 2009,

Supp. 3/31/11 ~1lo-8



NMursing Chapter 610-X-10

810-X-10-.06
Pxroviders,

Qualificatlions Anéd Standawrdg For Board Approved

{1) The applicant for approval as a Board-approved
provider of continuing education shall submit to the Boaxrd the
regquired fee and a complete application that demeonstrates:

{a) An organized plan fer guality continuing education
for nurses.

{h) The misggion and obijectives of the provider.

{c) Policles and procedures for implementation and

evaluation of the educational programg and the educational unit.

(da) An identifiable educational unit with designated
qualified personnel and resources for conducting an oxganized
plan of continuing sducaticon for nurses,

(2} A Board-approved provider of continuing education
shall adhere to the following standards:

fa) A complete application for continued approval as a
provider shall be submitted in accordance with a schedule
established by the Board.

{b) The program director:

(i) May be a registered nurse, licensed practical
nurge, or otherwise qualified individual. When the program
director is not & registered nursge there shall be evidence of
congultation by a regletered nurse licensed in Alabama,

(did) Is accountable for the guality, accouracy and
veracity of continuing education provided,

{1i1) Ig respongible for ensuring the instructor (s)
possess qualifications appropriate to the content of the
activity. '

() The continued approval of the provider shall
extend for a maximum of four vears, provided-standards for
approval are maintainad, lLapsed or retired Board providers shall
not offer continuing education as an approved Board provider,

(d) approved providers shall submit electronic records
of all contact hourg awarded to regigtered nurses or licensed

practical nurees to the Board in a format and method specified by
the Board.

Bupp. 3/31/11 10-9



Chapter 610-X«10 Nursing

(e) Records and reports shall be mailntained for a
minimam of four years.

{3) A Board-assigned provider number shall be issued

upon approval of the entity as an approved provider of continuing
education.

{a) The Board-assigned provider number and expilration
date of Board approval shall be listed on course announcements,

certificates, records, and reports including all correspondence
with the Board.

(b) Name of.esntity attached to the Board assigned
provider number way be changed upon written request from the
contact person or administrator of record due to;

{i) Corporate restructuring,

ii) Changa 1in ownersghip,

{4) A provider number shall be retired:

(a) Upon requeat of an authorized entity.

(b) Upon failure of an authorized entity to request
gontinued approval,

{c) When the Board deniesg or withdraws approval

{5} Withdrawal of approval as a provider may occur if

the provider fails to adhere to requirements in these rules,

Grounds for withdrawal of approval include, but are not limited
to:

{a) Lack of gualified perscomnel for planning and
conducting continuing education for nurees.

{b) Inadequate record maintenance.

{c) Fraud, deception or misrepresentation relating to
the sducational program,

(&) Failure to comply with request for documents, o
gubmitting false, insccurate, oxr incomplete evidence of

continuing educstion programs conducted and certificates issued.

{e) Alding or abetting a licensee who fails to meet
the continuing educaticn reguirement by altering or falsifying
certificates.

dupp. 3/31/11 10-10



Hursing Chapter 610-X-10
(6) Request for Reinstatement of a Provider Number:

{a) A previously approved provider who has requested
retirement of a provider number, or has had a number retired for
any reason, may request reingtatement of the provider number.

{b) Reinstatement may be denied for failure of the
applicant to satisfactorily demonstrate capability of wmeeting
continuing education standarde and criteria for providers.

{(7) A continuing eduvcation program director who is a
registered nurse or licensed practical nurse and faile to comply
with the requirements in these rules shall be subject to
digciplinary actions by the Board.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala, 1375, B8834-21-2, 34-21-23 (f).
History: BEffective March 22, 1991. Amended: August 29, 15954,
amended: May 24, 18596,

Repealed and Replaced: Filed January 29, 2002, Effective

March 5, 2002. Amended: Effective November 1, 2004, Amended:
Filed Heptember 16, 2005; Effective October 21, 2005.

Repealed and Replaced: Filed February 23, 2009. Effective

March 30, 2009. Amended: Filed January 25, 2011; effective
March 1, 2011,

610-X-10-,07 Reporting Reguirements And Audit.

{1) A registered purse and licensed practical nurse
shall:

fa) Provide a signed statement of affirmation, under
penalty, of the degrees of compliance with all continuing
education reguirements for illcense renewal including but not
limited to cowpliance with:

(1) Earming the reguired number of contact hours qf
Board-approved orx Board-recognized continuing education
activities,

(44} The dssignated earning pariocd.
(1d.4) Content and acceptable activities.
{iwv) Not repeating the continuing education activity

during the earning period for continuing education credit,

(v) Any other requiremants in these rules.

Supp. 3/31/11 10-11



Chapter 610-X-~10 Nursing

{H) Maintain individual continuing education records
for four years following the year in which the contact hours were
sarned including but not limited to cextificates, transecripts, or
other documentation of attendance at continuing sducation
activities to substantiate earned contact hours.

{e) gubmit documented evidence of meeting continuing
education requirementzs within thirty days of the date a written
request ig malled first class to the address of record of the
regigtered nurse or licensed practical nurse.

{2) A registered nurse or licensed practical nurse who
fails to comply with reporting requirements, requirements of the
audit, requests for documents, or submitting falge, inaccurate,
or incomplete evidence of meeting continuing education
requirements may be subject to disgiplinary action by the Board.

(3} A registered nurse or licenged practical nurse who
fails to evidence meeting contlinmuing education reguirements for
licensge renawal may not have the license renewed,

~ (4 A registered nurse or licenged practical nurse who
fails to reply to the notice of continuing education audit within
thirty days of the date a written request is mailed first class
to the addressg of record shall pay a late continuing education
compliance fee in the amount published in the fee schedule,

{5) Board-Approved Continuing Hducation Providers:

{a) A provider's compliance may be evaluated by
participant evaluationg, provider evaluation, randowm on-gite
vigits, or an audit o©f the provider's reports and records by the
Board or 1te designee,

(1) audits of providers may be conducted upon written
complaint by any individual for fallure of a provider to meet
criteria for approval. The provider shall submit reguested
documents within 20 days of the date a written request is mailed.
Fallure to comply wmay result in ganctions by the Board,

(e} A self-evaluaticn report of compliance with
standards shall be submitted to the Board according to Board

guidelines as part of the application for continued approval,
Author: Alabams Board of Nursging

Statutory Authority: Code of Ald. 1875, §§34-21-2, 34-21-23 (£)
Historys Effective March 22, 1%91, Amended: August 28, 1994,
amended: May 24, 1996. Repealed and Replaced: Filed

January 29, 2002. Effectlve March 5, 2002. Amended: Rifective

gupp. 3/31/11 10-12



Nurging Chapter 610-X-10
November 1, 2004. Amended: Filed September 16, 2005;
October 21, 2005, Repealed and Replaced: Filed

February 23, 2009; Effective March 30, 2009, Amended: Filed
January 25, 2011; effective March 1, 2011,

Effective
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610-%X-10-.01 Definitions.

(1N Board Approved Continuing Education Provider: An
individual: partnership; association; organization; educational institution:
governmental agency; or licensed heaith care facility, including hospitals, nursing
homes, clinics. home healih agencies, or other organized health care facilities,
offering continuing education for nurses that meet Board criteria {or approval and
are assigned an Alabama Board of Nursing Provider (ABNP) humber.

{2} Board Recognized Continuing Education Provider: A
national or realonal agency, journal, Alabama regulatory agency
or board, or another Board of Nursing recodgnized by the Alabama
Board of Nursing as providing or approving confinuing education
in accordance with criteria that are substantially the same as
those required of Alabama Board of Nursing approved providers of
continuing education.

{3) Board Approved or Board Recognized Confinuing Education
Course: Ah activity that meets the definition of continuing education and has
undergone approval by a Board anproved provider or Board recognized provider of

continuing education. A course or activity may be a program of multiple sessions or
a single session lasting at least twenty-five minutes (0.5 contact hours).

(4) Continuing Edusation: Planned, organized leaming
experiences designed to augment the knowledge, skill,_and ability fo enhance
nursing practice and therefore impreve health care defivered to the public.

(5) Continyinq Fducation Contact Hour: Unit of measurement of
1




continuing education that meets Board criteria_for approval and lasts at least fifty

minutes.

(6) Provider Number: A permanent, hontransferable number
assigned by the Board te desighate an approved provider.

(7 Refresher Course: A body of sfudy with both theoretical and
clinical components that are relevant to current practice modalities and
technologies.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing '

Statutory Authotity: Code of Ala, 1975, §834-21.2, 34.21.23(f), History:
Effective March 22, 1991. Amended: August 28, 1994, Amended: May 24,
1996, Flled January 29, 2002; effective March 5, 2002,  Amended: Filed
September 16, 2005; effective October 21, 2005. Repealed and Replaced:
Filed February 23, 2009; effective March 30, 2008.

610-X-10-.02  Continuing Education General Standards.

{1) A redisterad nurse and licensed practicai nuise shail be
individually accountable for continued competence to practice nursing,

(2) The Board of Nursing may prescribe a refresher course for
reentry into practice,

. (3) Individual requests to verify approval for a specific course or
activity may be submitted to a Board-approved provider.

(4) A registerad nurse and licensed practical purse shall mest
continuing_education reauirements as stated in Rule 610-X-4-,08, Renewal of
License.

{5) Pharmacology continuing education hours are requlred for
Certified Registered Nurse Praciitioners (CRNP) and Certified Nurse Midwives
(CNM) with prescriptive autherity and Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists
{CRNA) as stated in Rule 610-X-4-.08, Renewal of License.

(6) The Mandatory class as described in Rule 610-X-4-,08 fof the

registered nurse or licensed practical nurse licensed for the first license renewal may
be viewed by all licensed nurses.

(1) The registered nurse or licensed bractical nurse may view the
classes multiple times but credit hours will be earned for only ehe viewing,

(i) A registered nurse or licensed practical nurse who vigwed the
mandatory course previously may view and receive credit for updated versions
which are clearly ldentified,

{7) Failure to comply with continuing education reguirements
2 ,



may result in disciplinary action by the Board.

(8) Units of measure for continuing education shall be:
(a) 1 contact hour = 50 minutes
(b 0.5 contact hour = 25 minutes
{c) 15 contact hours = 1 academic semester credit hour
{d) 10 contact hours = 1 academic guarter credit hour
(e) 1.contact hour = 0.1 continuing education unit (CEL)
(9 The Board may accept contact hours(s) earned from a

continuing education provider that uses differeni units of measurement without
conversian,

{10} Cantinuing education classes and activities may
not be repeated within the earning peried for credit. A class may

be audited (no credit awarded) as allowed by the continuing education provider.

(11 Registered nurses and licensed practical nurses shall not
enter any courses to thelr individual continuing education record from a Board-
approved provider with an ABNP number.

Author:  Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority; Cede of Ala, 1975, 8834-21-2, 34-21-23(f), History:Effective
March 22, 1991, Amended:August 29, 1994. Amended: May 24, 1996,
Repealed and Replaced: Filed January 29,2002; effective March 5, 2002,
Amended:Eifective November 1. 2004, Repealed and Replaced: Filed February

23. 2009 effective March 30, 2008, Amended: Filed January 25, 2011, effective
March 1, 2011, '

610-X-10-,03 Content Of Continuing Education.
1 Acceptable content for continuing education courses
shall inciude one or more of the following:
(a) Clinical technology, Drocedurés. and nursihg implications.
(b) ___ Specialty areas of nursing practice.
(c) Mursing practices related to care of the patient, including but not

limited to counseling, patient teaching, Infection cantrol, and safety factors.

{c) Administration, managemesnt, and supervision in heslth care
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(e) Social,_legal, and ethical aspects of nursing.

(f) Nursing education,

() ‘Nursing research, theory, and praf:tice issues,

(h) dualltv Improvement and management, acecrediting

standards, and processes,

(i) Academic credit applicable to nursing that is earned from liberal
arts, sciences, business, and general education courses obtained after initial
licensure from an institution accredited by an educational accrediting body or that is
earned in pursuit of a higher degree in nursing.

{ Professional conduct.

{2) Courses that are nhot directly applicable to nursing practice

are not acceptable for continuing education credit. Such courses may include
but are not limited to:

{a) Courses taken for self-help such as weight loss, self-awareness,
self-help therapy: changes in attitude, and yvoga.

{b) initial and renawal of healthcare basic cardiopulmonary
(CPRY. Cargiopulmenary resuscitation and first aid classes designed for lay
people.

{c} Courses taken for personal economic gain e.d. investiment,
refirement planning.

{cly Orientation in-service programs and mandatory annual
education on facility shecific poticies - specific activities designed to familiarize
employees with the pelicies and procedures of an institution_or specific job
duties, or general orientation in-service.

(). Serving as a preceptor Tor students in the_clinical
setting.

{f) Presentation of class(es), course(s) or program(s)
that are:

i Part of job requirements.,

(i) Neot an original development of the presenter

(il Not approved by a Board-acceptable provider of

continuing education,




Author: _ Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §§34-21-2, 34-21-23(f). History:
Repealed and Replaced; Filed Fabruary 23, 2009: Effective March 30, 2009,
Amended: Filed January 25 2011 effective March 1, 2011.

610-X-10-.04 Acceptable Providers Of Continuing Education.

(1) Board-approved continuing education providers that have an
assigned ABNP number and meei the standards of this chapter,

{2} Providers of confinuing education recognized by the Boeard.

{a) Continuing education approved by any state beard of nursing

in the United States or its terrifories.

(b Continuing education approved by national associations or
organizations that are accredited by a naticnal continuing education body. Any
continuing education provider approved by the American Nurses Craedentialing
Center (ANCC) or the International Association of Continuing Education and

Training ({ACET) shall be recognized by the Board if the content requirements are
met pursuant tc this chapiter.

(c) National nursing_organizations that approve providers of
continuing_education or offer continuing education are recognized by the Board,

{d} Continuing education provided by an Alabama
requlatory board shall be recognized by the Board.,

(&) AMA PRA Category {1 Credits sponsecred or conducted by
hose organizations or entities aceredited by the Council on Medical Education of
the Medical Association of the State of Alabama or by the Accreditation Council
for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME),

{f) Standardized nalional courses approved by a national
organization that establishes the standardized course. The maximum number of
contact hours the Board shall recognize is the stated contact hours awarded by the
CE provider via proof of a certificate or electronic submission by an ABNP provider.

(q) State Nurses Associations,

(h) Continuing education provided by colleges and universities that
are accradited by an organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Education
and have confinuing education as part of their mission.

Author:  Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §834-21-2, 34-21-23 {f).

History: Repealed and Replaced: Filed February 23, 2009.

Effective March 30, 2009, Amended: Filed January 25, 2011;
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gffective March 1, 2011,

610-X-10-.06 Acceptable Continuing Education Activities.

(1) All required contact hours may be obtained from the
following actlvities:

{a) Workshop.

{b) Seminar,

(c) Classroom.

(d) Web cast,

=) Internet (online) courses.

(f) Infranet courses.

(@) Home study courses,

[a}, Continuing education contained in journals,

) Podeast,

{2) The development and oral presentation of & paper before & |

professional or |ay group on a subiect that explores new or current areas of nursing
theory or praciice, if approved by a Board-approved provider.

{3) Authoring or contributing to an article, book, or publication: or
designing or conducting a regearch study it approved by a Board-approved
provider,

Author:  Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: _Code of Ala, 1975, §§34-21-2, 34-21-23 (f). History:
Effective March 22, 1991, Amended: August 29, 1994, Amended:  Filed May
24, 1906. _ Repealed and Replaced: Filed January 29, 2002, Effective March &,
2002. Amended: Effective November 1. 2004, Amended: Filed September 16,

2005. Effective Qotober 21, 2005, Repealed and Replaced: Filed February 23,
2009: Effective March 30, 2008,

610-X-10-.06 Qualifications And Standards For Board Approved
Providers, _
M1 The applicant for approval as a Board-approved provider of

continuing education shall submit to the Board the required fee and a complete
application that demenstrates:

(a) An organized plan for auality continuing education for nurses.
6




(b) The mission and objectives of the provider,

{c) Policies and procedures for implementation and evaluation of
the educational programs and the educational unlt,

(d) An identifiable educational unit with designated qualified
personne| and resources for conducting an organized plan of continuing
education for nurses. .

(2 A Board-approved provider of continuing educatjon shall
adhere to the following standards:

(a) A compleie application for continued approvai as a provider
shall be submitted in accordance with a schedule estabiished by the Board.

(h) The program director:

(i) May he a registered nurse. licensed practical nurse, or

otherwise guallfled indlvidual, When the program director is_not a reqistered
nurse licensed in Alabama there shall be evidence of consuitation by a
redistered nurse llcensed |n Aiabama..

(i) Is accountatie for the quality, accuracy and veracity of
continuing education provided,

(i) Is responsible for ensuring the instructor (8) possess
gualificaiions appropriate to the content of the activity.

(c) The continued approval of the provider shall extend for a
maximum of four years, provided standards for approval are maintained. Lapsed
or retired Board providers shall not offer continuing education as an approved
Board provider.

(d) Approved providers shall submif electronic records of all contact
hours awarded to registered nurses orf licensed practical nurses 1o the Board ina
format and method specified by the Board. |

(8) Records and reports shall be maintained for a minimum
of four years,

(3) A Beard-assighed provider number shall be issued upon
approval of the eniity as an approvad provider of continuing education.

(a) The Beard-assigned provider number and expiration date of
Board approval shall be listed on course anhouncements, certificates, records,
and reports including all correspondence with the Board,

(b) Name of entity attached to the Board assigned provider number
may be chanded upon written requesi from_ the contact person  or
administrator of tecord due to:




(i) Coarporate restructuring.

(i} Change in ownership.

(4) A provider number shall be retired:

(a) Upon reguest of an authorized entity.

(b} Upon faillure of an autherized enfity to tequest continued
approval, :

(c) When the Board denies or withdraws approval

{5) Withdrawal of approval as a provider may oceur if the provider

fails o adhere 1o requirements in these rules. Grounds for withdrawal of approval
include, but are not limited to;

(a) Lack of gualified personnel for planning and conducting
continuing education for nurses.

(b} Inadequate record maintenance.

{c) Fraud, deception or misrepresentation relating to the

educational program.

{d) Failure to comply with request for documents, or submitting
false, Inaccurate, or incombplete avidence of continuing education programs
conducted and ceriiflcates Issued,

(a) Aiding or abetting a licensee who fails to_meet the continuing
education requirement by altering or falsifying certificates.

(8) Request for Reinstatement of a Provider Number:

(3) A previously approved provider who has requested refirement

of a provider number, or has had a number retired for any reason may. request
reinstatement of the provider humber,

(b) Reinstatement may be denied for failura'of the applicant to
satisfactorily demonstrate capability of meeting continuing education standards
and criteria for providars.

{7} A_continuing education program director who is a registered
nurse of Heensed practical nurse and fails to comply with the reguirements in
these rules shall be sublect to disciclinary actions by the Board.

Author:  Alabama Boartd of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala, 1975, §834-21-2, 34-21-23 (f). History;
Effective March 22, 1991. Amendsd; August 29, 1994, Amended: May 24, 1996.
Repealed and Replaced: Filed January 29, 2002, Effective March 5, 2002,
Amended: Effective November 1, 2004, Amended: Filed September 16, 2005,

8




Effective October 21, 2008. Repealed and Replaced: Filed February 23, 2008.

Effective March 30, 2009. Amended: Flied January 25, 2011; effective
March 1, 2011.

610-X-10-.07 Reperting Requirements And Audit.

(1) A registered nurse and licensed practical nurse shall;

{a) Frovide a signed statement of affirmation, under penalty, of
the dearee of compliance with all continuing education requirements for license
renewal including but not limitad to complianca with:;

] Earning the recuired number of contact hours of Board-
approved or Board-recognized continuing education activities.

(il The designated sarning perod.

(il Content and acceptable activiiles,

{iv) Not repeating the continuing education activity during the
earning petod for continuing education credit.

) - Any other requirements in these rules,

(b) Maintain individual continuing education records for four years

following the vear in which the contact hours were eamed including but not limited
to certificates. franscripts, or other documentation of attendance at continuing
education activifies to substantiate earned contact hours,

{c) Submit documenied evidence of meeting continuing
education reqguirements at time of renewal.

(d) Submit {o the Board by electronic uploading to the individual's
CE record Board-approved coniinuing education centact hours that do not have an
assighed ABNP number. '

(2 Notlce of Continuing Education Audit shall include:

) A notice of audit letter mailed thirty days prior to the first
day of renewal to the address of record of the registered nurse of licensed
practical nurse.

{in An electronic notice of CE renewal audit identified on the
licensee individual profile,

(3} A registered nurse or licensed practical nurse who fails to
comply with reperting requirements, requirements of the audit, reguests for
documents, or submitting false, Inaccurate, or incomplete evidence of mesting
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continuing education reguiremenis may be sublect to disciplinary action by the
Board.

(4) A reqistered nurse or licensed practical nurse who fails io
provide evidence of mesating continulhg education requirements for license renewal
shall not have the license renewed,

(5) Board-Approved Continuing Education Providers:

(a) A provider's compliance may be evaluated by participant
gvaluations, provider evaluation, random on-site visits, or an audit of the provider's
reports and records by the Beard ot its designes,

() Audits of providers may be conducted upeon writien complaint by
any individual for fallure_ of a provider to meet criteria_for approval. The provider shail
submit requested documents within 30 days of the date a written reguest is mailed.
Failure to comply may result in sanctions by the Board,

(c) A self-evaluation report of compliance with standards shall
be submitted to the Board according to Board guidelines as part of the
application for continued approval.

Author: Alabama Beard of Nursing Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975,
§834-21-2, 34-21-23 {f) History: Effective March 22, 1991. Amended:
August 28, 1994. Amended: May 24 1996 _Repealed and Replaced: Filed
January 28, 2002, Effactive March 5, 2002, Amended: Effective November 1,
2004, Amended: Filed September 16, 2005; Effective October 21, 2005,
Repealed and Replaced: Flled February 23, 2009; Effective March 30, 2008.
Amended: Filed January 25, 2011 effective March 1, 2011,
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