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Rule No.: 532-X-3-.05
Rule Title: Massage Therapy School, Massage Therapy Instructor Requirements
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Would the absence of the proposed rule significantly
Harm or endanger the public health, welfare, or safety? Yes

Is there a reasonable relationship between the state’s
Police power and the protection of the public health,
Safety, or welfare? Yes

Is there another, less restrictive method of regulation
Available that could adequately protect the public? No

Does the proposed rule have the effect of directly or
Indirectly increasing the costs of any goods or services
Involved and, if so, to what degree? No

Is the increase in cost, if any, more harmful to the public
Than the harm that might result from the absence of
The proposed rule? No

Are all facets of the rulemaking process designed solely
For the purpose of, and so they have, as their primary

Effect, the protection of the public? Yes
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Does the proposed rule have an economic impact? No

If the proposed rule has an economic impact, the proposed rule is required to be
accompanied by a fiscal note prepared in accordance with subsection (f) of Section 41-
22-23, Code of Alabama, 1975.
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Certification of Authorized Official

| certify that the attached proposed rule has been n ; d in full compliance with the
requirements of Chapter 22; Title 41, Code of Alabaffa, 1975, and that it conforms to all
applicable filing requirerﬁents of the Adm e H oga/vf/y e Division of the Legislative

Reference Service.
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Signature of certifying officer

Date: October 20, 2011

(DATE FILED)
(STAMP)
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Alabama Board of Massage Therapy

NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION

AGENCY NAME: Alabama Board of Massage Therapy

RULE NO. & TITLE: 532-X-3.05 Massage Therapy School, Massage
Therapy Instructor Requirements

INTENDED ACTION: Amend

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED ACTION: The Board proposes require that all
instructors maintain their massage therapist license while instructing at any
massage therapy school.

TIME, PLACE, MANNER OF PRESENTING VIEWS: Written comments will be
received by the Board until 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 5, 2011. Comments
should be directed to Keith E. Warren, Executive Director, at 610 S. McDonough
Street, Montgomery, AL 36104 or via electronic mail at keith@warrenandco.com
or via telephone at 334-269-9990.

FINAL DATE FOR COMMENT AND COMPLETION OF NOTICE:
Monday, December 5, 2011.

CONTACT PERSON AT AGENCY: Keith E. Warren
Executive Director
610 S. McDonough Street
Montgomery, AL 36104
(334) 269-9990

Alabama Board of Massage Therapy



532-X-3~.08 Massage Therapy School, Massage Therapy
Instructor Requirements.

(1) The Board shall establish a list of approved
massage therapy schools, and graduation from the massage therapy
curriculum of an approved massage therapy school shall satisfy
the education regquirements of an applicant for licensure.

(2) A massage therapy school located outgside of the
State of Alabama which is recognized by a regional professional
accrediting body, or which is an accredited postgraduate
training institute may be recognized by the Board as an approved
massage therapy school. A copy of the massage therapy
curriculum at such school must be submitted with the transcript
of a student graduating from the school to qualify a student of
the school for satisfaction of the education regquirements of an
applicant for Alabama licensure.

(3) A massage therapy school located outside of the
State of Alabama may seek to be approved and registered by the
Board in the same manner as a massage therapy school located in
the State of Alabama.

(4) A massage therapy school located in the State of
Alabama must meet the reguirements for approval, and file a
completed application for approval of the Board, with the
registration fee, to qualify its students to satisfy the
education requirements for licensure. The massage therapy
school must apply directly to the Board of Massage Therapy for
approval, and submit the following information:

(a) sample transcript and diploma;

(b) copy of curriculum, catalog, or other course
description;

(c) faculty credentials;

(5) A massage therapy school approved by the Board

must register annually with the Board, submitting a renewal
form, the renewal fee, a current curriculum, and a list of
instructors of massage therapy who teach or supervise at the
school. Should a change in ownership, curriculum, faculty or
staff, or address of the school occur during the year subseqguent
to obtaining approval of the Board, the school must notify the
Board of such change within 30 days of the school's



authorization of the proposed change or of implementation of the
change, whichever is sooner.

(6) The Board must consider continued approval of a
massage therapy school after a change of ownership, curriculum,
or faculty, or staff.

(7) In the event a massage therapy school submits an
annual renewal form with current curriculum which does not meet
the minimum standards set forth in the Alabama massage therapy
statutes and approved by the Board applicable at that time, the
Board shall send a deficiency notice to the school and suspend
the approval of the school. The school shall have gix months in
which to correct the deficiency and submit a renewal form with
fee and copy of the conforming curriculum. Approval of a
massage therapy school may be withdrawn by the Board if the
massage therapy school modifies its curriculum without notice to
the Board, or falls below the minimum standards required by the
statutes and these rules and regulations; or if the school
violates any standard applicable to the accreditation of the
school by the Board of education; or violates any applicable
rule or regulation of the Board of Massage Therapy.

(8) An instructor of massage therapy course work
teaching at a Board approved school located in Alabama must be
licensed in Alabama as a massage therapy instructor unless the
course is a continuing education course being taught by a
visiting instructor who does not teach more than 100 hours of
continuing education per year.

(9) To qualify for registration as a massage therapy
instructor, an applicant must:

(a) be currently licensed as an Alabama massage
therapist and maintain license;

(b) submit the application form and one-time fee;

(c) document two years of experience in the practice
of massage therapy, which documentation may include:

1. City businessg licenses showing the occupation as
a massage therapist;

2. Internal Revenue Service tax returns listing the
occupation as massage therapist;



3. Records or correspondence regarding advertisement
as a massage therapist;

4. Affiliations with professional organizations;

5. Appointment books kept in the ordinary course of
business;

6 Statements from personal knowledge by persons not

related to the applicant, which may include: notarized
statements of clients; statements of licensed professional
associates consulted in relation to the practice of massage
therapy; statements of business associates consulted in relatrion
to the practice of massage therapy, such as bankers, brokers,
attorneys.

(10) Guidelines for Supervised Student Clinicals
(a) 50 hour minimum

() 100 hour maximum

(c) Performed on the school premise

(a) Performed under the direct supervision of

licensed massage therapist employed by the school.

(e) During the clinical session, the licensed massage
therapist must have direct access to the student/client.

(f) The client must have full knowledge that the
massage therapy session is being performed by a student
therapist prior to beginning the session.

{g) The student therapist shall receive no
compensation for any massage therapy session.

(h) Student may receive clinical hour credit for
performing business related tasks such as answering telephones,
returning telephone calls, booking therapy appointments,
computer or file data entry, laundry of linens if the school
provides linens for student clinical use and any other business
related tasks which will aide the students in future massage
work environments.

(1) Student clinicals may not include manual labor on
the school premise unrelated to every day clinical sessions.



(3) Students may not be required to clean the school
premise beyond the normal sanitation procedures inclusive to
treatment rooms and the immediate office space (i.e. appointment
desk area, copy station and client waiting room) used during
clinical sessions.

(k) Students may not be reqguired to Perform building
maintenance, lawn care, facility housekeeping including
bathrooms, floors or anything that does not apply to the
education and career goal of a student.

Author: KXeith E. Warren

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §34-43-1.

History: New Rule: Filed January 29, 2001; effective

March 5, 2001. Amended: Filed November 1, 2005; effective
December 6, 2005. Amended: Filed November 9, 2006; effective
December 14, 2006.




